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Discovery of the Eye-House Plot in England led to
further persecutions in Scotland: from these Elliot took
refuge in Holland, whither he had already made several
journeys, and when we next hear of him he was going,
the round of the churches of Greneva and Germany col-
lecting contributions for a rising in Scotland. In 1685
he was one of the twelve Scotch gentlemen who met at
Rotterdam to consider their duty in that critical state
of affairs, and having c assumed and taken upon them
the character of a council/ determined upon c a great
undertaking in defence and for the recovery of the re-
ligious rights and liberties of the people of Scotland/
resolving to make war against James, Duke of Albany
and York. When Argylel sailed for the Highlands on
his ill-fated expedition, Gilbert Elliot was one of those
who accompanied him on board the c Admiral ship,' and
after the failure of the undertaking and the captivity
and death of its leader, he, among the other principal

past base conduct of the Duke of York, and the principles of the re-
ligion to which he was devoted, his succession to the imperial crown
of the three kingdoms threatened their religion and liberties with the
most imminent danger, and that the behaviour of the Parliament for a
course of years, with the means used to pack and manage them, and the
ease with which he could raise a numerous army among the barbarous
and bigoted nations of Ireland, would render it easy for him to carry
on his terrible work of settling and rivetting papacy and slavery in, and
eradicating Christianity and liberty (the chief blessings of a country)
out of these nations; at least would make the means of preventing
these great and imminent dangers more narrow and scarce, and the
practice more difficult and dangerous/ Being arrived at this conclusion,
it followed that * as Christians and natives of, Scotland they were bound
to endeavour the rescue of the religion, rights, and liberties of their
countrymen/
1 The Earl of Argyle was nominated general of the army.